
What a Brilliant Year! 
As we end another school year and I reflect on the year which has passed, I am enormously proud of what 
we have achieved and how much the children have progressed. The outcomes from our recent OFSTED 
have been a particular highlight and the inspection team said some wonderful things about the children and 
our work! A big thank you to all the staff who always ensure that every child has thrived in their care and I 
can’t thank them enough for their endless support, enthusiasm and commitment whilst always putting your 
children at the heart of everything they do. I am sure you will join me in giving them an enormous thank you 
for giving up their time to run clubs and trips and overnight stays so that your children have these wonderful 
experiences.  
 

I hope everyone enjoyed our Summer Fair a few weeks ago and thank you all for supporting our fundraising 
events. Huge thanks need to go to the Friends of Robert Peel for planning and organising the event. We are 
thrilled that we made £3,735.03, which will be used to support with school trips and experiences for every 
child.  
 

As the term draws to a close we say goodbye to those children moving on to new schools as well as Year 6 
and we would all like to wish them all the very best as they move on to new adventures. Good luck to you 
all, remember all that you have learnt during your time at Robert Peel and continue to be great!  
 
In September we will be welcoming Miss Harrow who will be teaching in Dragonfly Class on a Thursday and 
Friday and Mrs Murch who will be teaching Foxes on Monday and Tuesday.  
 

I am pleased to announce the outcomes of the recent Parent Governor Elections, Ian Chapman, Jenny 
James and Anna Nartey have been voted in and will serve on the Governing Body for the next four years. 
Thank you to the other candidates and to everyone for taking the time to vote. As a Governing Body we    
are always reviewing the work undertaken in school and next year one area of focus for the Governing Body 
is the school’s systems and procedures for reducing the number of term time holidays, lateness and the 
number of children with attendance rates less than 90%. There is further information in this newsletter about 
the importance of regular school attendance.  
 

I would like to thank all of you for your support over this year. Working in partnership with you as parents is 
so important to your child's education and makes such a difference to their educational journey. As OFSTED 
noted Robert Peel is a very special place with parents, staff and Governors working so closely together for 
the children. As I have said before, I am incredibly proud of being the Headteacher of such a fantastic 
school with such enthusiastic children and dedicated staff.  
 

The last thing I would like to say is to wish you all an enjoyable, safe and fun filled Summer holiday and I 
look forward to seeing you all in the Autumn 
Term on Wednesday 3rd September. 
 

Best Wishes 

Miss L Ganney 

 

 

Tuesday 22nd July 2025 



Attendance 
As a school we are still facing some challenges with the number of children being late each day, holidays in term time 

and general low attendance for some children. During our recent OFSTED Inspection, our overall grading for Behaviour 

& Attitudes would have been outstanding if we had less children being late, less holidays being taken in term time and 

less children having an attendance rate of below 90%. As I am sure you can appreciate, this was upsetting to hear as 

the inspection team said we were doing everything we possibly could but the responsibility lies with parents.  

Therefore, attendance rates will be a key area of the school’s improvement priorities next year. We will be                

communicating more frequently with parents whose child’s attendance is causing concern so that we can work together 

to improve their attendance at school.   

WHAT DOES THE LAW SAY? 

It is a legal requirement for schools to keep a record of attendance and the reasons for any absences. There are clear 

guidelines set out by the government about how schools should manage attendance and schools are expected to    

follow these. 

Only the Headteacher can officially authorise an absence but, unless there is a concern, other staff will usually do this 

on their behalf. Parents and carers should provide reasons for absences to enable the school to decide whether or not 

to authorise the absence based on government guidelines. 

Parents and carers must ensure that their child attends school regularly. Failure to do so, without good reason, is an 

offence, even if they are missing school without your knowledge. Parents and carers of children with unauthorised   

absences may be subject to a fixed penalty notice/legal action. 

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT THAT MY CHILD IS ON TIME EACH DAY? 

When children are late to school, they may initially feel unsettled and they might miss important information and       

activities. 

Schools are required to record late arrivals. If pupils arrive after the start of the school day but when the register is still 

open, it will be recorded as a late mark. If pupils arrive after the register closes then their morning mark will be recorded 

as an unauthorised absence, unless evidence can be provided that there are exceptional circumstances that led to the 

late arrival. 

HOW DOES OCCASIONAL ABSENCE AFFECT MY CHILD? 

Missing occasional days from school may seem unimportant at the time; however, this can have a significant impact on 

your child in the long term: 

 
A pupil with 85% attendance is missing nearly half a term of learning time each school year. 

Regular absences can result in poorer outcomes over time. Research shows that pupils who miss between 10% and 

20% of school (which is between half and one day per week on average) stand only a 35% chance of achieving five or 

more good GCSEs, compared to 73% of those who miss fewer than 5% of school days. 

Late arrivals also add up over time – being 10 minutes late each day adds up to two weeks of lost 

learning time over the whole school year. 

% of attendance in a school year Number of days absent Weeks missed 

98% 4 Less than 1 week 

95% 9.5 Nearly 2 weeks 

90% 19 Nearly 4 weeks 

85% 28.5 Nearly 6 weeks 
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Class Teachers for Next Year 

Communication 

We know how invaluable the year group emails are so as your child moves up a year 

so will the contact email. Staff will be on the gates each morning for quick messages 

but if you need to discuss something in more detail you can contact the school and 

we will call you back. I am sure you can appreciate it will be busy at the gates and we 

want to make sure we have the opportunity to talk things through properly. 

 

Below are the email addresses for the year groups so please use the address for the 

year your child will be in next year. 

Nursery - nursery@robertpeel.beds.sch.uk Reception - reception@robertpeel.beds.sch.uk 

Year 1  -  Year1@robertpeel.beds.sch.uk Year 2  -  Year2@robertpeel.beds.sch.uk 

Year 3  -  Year3@robertpeel.beds.sch.uk Year 4  -  Year4@robertpeel.beds.sch.uk 

Year 5  -  Year5@robertpeel.beds.sch.uk Year 6  -  Year6@robertpeel.beds.sch.uk 

SEND Information 

If your child is on the SEND register and you would like to discuss any particular 

SEND related issues with Mrs Taylor you can email at any time using the following 

email address: 

SENDCo@robertpeel.beds.sch.uk 



Holiday Support & Local Activities 

Mrs Savage, as Family Support Worker, will be working over the Summer holidays so will be available to continue 

to support when the school is closed. She can be contacted by telephone on 07464 220102, via text and through 

email familysupport@robertpeel.beds.sch.uk Mrs Savage is happy to do home visits and is still able to organise 

food parcels if required.  

For those children who struggle to come back into school Mrs Savage can visit at home to discuss what is     

making them anxious and look at ways we can help them feel more settled about returning. Please just contact            

Mrs Savage if you would like to discuss this help and support. 

 

Holiday Activities and Food Programme Summer Holiday activities run in CBC 

Our holiday activities and food (HAF) programme provides fun, free activities for children and young people aged 
5 and upwards during the Easter, Summer and Christmas school holidays. 

The programme is for children eligible for benefit related free school meals, which is a requirement from 
the Department for Education (DfE) which funds the programme. 

There's always a range of activities on offer, including sports and games sessions, craft and creative activities 
and fun days out. Healthy snacks and lunch are also provided to all children and young people attending face-to-
face activities. Our sessions are inclusive, so are suitable for children with special educational needs and          
disabilities (SEND).  

How to book activities 

If your child is eligible for the HAF programme (if they are in reception up to year 11 and are in receipt of benefits 

based free school meals) they will be allocated a new and unique 16-digit code for each of the three holiday     

periods that the HAF programme runs (the Easter, Summer and Christmas holidays) to enable you to book      

activities. Once you’ve got your code, you’ll be able to log into the Holiday Activities website – where all the      

activities taking place during each holiday are displayed – to book activities for your child. Codes are sent to     

parents from the Holiday Activities website via email and/or text so please check all email folders for the message 

containing the link to the activities and the code for each child.  

 

https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/246ED1AD0D96C259B3DB854FF2C26534BBF28E122A0ADD1E006F4121FE103D90/60B334AB72DBFD17D53F857050E40C04/LE35
https://news.updates.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/E0A3D6D4F68D1EA31E973F64A263F90FAB7BA9686F22EE24EC8ADA00D701BF54/60B334AB72DBFD17D53F857050E40C04/LE35


 



 

To find out more  

visit www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/childrens-centres or follow us on Facebook 

at https://www.facebook.com/SandyBiggleswadeChildrensCentre  

 

 



Price Changes from September 

Sadly, we have had to make the decision to increase the price of Nursery    

sessions. We have desperately tried to keep the cost down but unfortunately 

with the rising cost of resources, utilities and National Insurance staffing 

costs we have had to  increase the fees from September.  

Nursery Fees 

 £16 a morning or afternoon session. 

 £2.50 for lunchtime if bringing a packed lunch. If having a hot meal then the 

price of a cooked meal as well.  

Homework 

Next academic year, homework books will be sent home as 

normal on a Monday and returned by Friday. Reading is to 

continue 4 times a week and books will be sent home.      

Children will visit the Library once a week so will get a book of 

their choice to bring home and enjoy. 
 

Weekly spellings will be set on a Friday and tested the         

following Friday. 

School Uniform Supplier 

Our supplier is Gooddies and items can 

be ordered through their website at 

http://robertpeel.gooddies.co.uk 

http://robertpeel.gooddies.co.uk


Year 6 SATs 

Year 6 took their SATs exams in May which are externally marked and 

assessed against all other 11 year olds in the country. It would be fair 

to say they did a great job and took them completely in their stride! 

This reflects the confidence they have developed and how they have 

been determined to reach the challenges they have set for            

themselves. A massive well done to all of Year 6. 

  
2025 School 

ARE+ 
2025 Children 

working at GDS 

2025 National 
Data 

Writing 65% 0% 72% 

Reading 69% 30% 75% 

Maths 78% 31% 74% 

SPAG 80% 24% 73% 



Are you entitled to financial support for school lunches, daily 

snack, milk and school trips? 

One quick phone call is all it takes, just a minute of your time to 

make a massive difference to you and your child. 

We know that there are lots of things for your family to consider when the school starts but 

you could be missing out on some financial support for your child at school. Parents are 

able to register their child for Free School Meals which enables the school to gain           

additional funding to support with trips, milk and snacks. If your child is in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 

and you pay for hot lunches at the moment, by registering for Free School Meals you could 

save yourself nearly £400 on lunches alone. 

It is a quick and easy process and all children from Nursery up are entitled to this additional 

funding if you as a parent are receiving one of the following benefits: 

 Income Support 

 Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

 Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

 Support under Part IV of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

 The Guarantee element of State Pension Credit  

 Child Tax Credit (provided you are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit, and you’re       

annual gross income does not exceed £16,190 as assessed by Her Majesty's Revenue 

and Customs) 

 Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 

Credit) 

 Universal Credit (during the initial roll-out of this benefit) 

If you think you meet the free school meals eligibility criteria, please call  

0300 300 8306.  

When you call to apply for free school meals, please have the following information ready: 

National Insurance numbers and dates of birth for you and your partner 

Dates of birth for your children 

If you receive support from the National Asylum Support Service, your NASS number. 

Even if your child is in Reception, Year 1 or 2 and already get a free 

meal, do still apply as the school will receive funding to support your 

child in other ways. 

It is so easy to apply, please call today! 



Getting Ready for Next Year 

I just wanted to remind everyone of our expectations in terms of school       

uniform and equipment. Children need to be properly equipped for school so 

that they can access all their learning. 

The school has a uniform which is kept as simple as possible and all children 

are expected to wear it. This contributes to a child’s feeling of belonging and 

pride in their appearance. 

Year 5 & 6 have the option of wearing a school tie with a white shirt. These 

can be purchased through Parentmail. 

No jewellery is permitted except a watch and small stud or sleeper earrings. 

All jewellery should be removed and stored safely during swimming and PE.  

No extreme haircuts or tram lines and we ask that children with long hair have 

it tied up at school so that the risk of their hair getting caught is reduced and 

head lice are less likely to be transferred. 

All uniform should be named so it can be returned. 

All children need a PE kit in a drawstring bag of: 

 White T-Shirt 

 Black Shorts 

 Trainers/Plimsolls 

 Socks 

 Jumper/tracksuit in the winter 

Also, all children need a book bag (school bag for Year 5 & 6) and water     

bottle. Year 5 & 6 can bring their own pencil cases. 

Boys Girls 
Grey or  black trousers or shorts. 

White  shirt, or red or white polo shirt 

Red  jumper, sweatshirt or fleece 

Sensible black shoes 

Grey or black trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore 

White  shirt, or red or white polo shirt 

Red  jumper, cardigan, sweatshirt or fleece 

Sensible black shoes 



Family First Magazine 

The magazine is online and gives you lots of ideas for the Summer 

months.  

Click here to go to the magazine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They’ve provided a list of children eat free restaurants  

https://familyfirst.co.uk/issue3-24





